How to improve French proficiency
The key to increasing proficiency in any language is to be exposed to it as much as possible.  Frequent and consistent exposure to French will improve your skill level.
Oral Skills:
1.  Volunteer with children who speak French in a summer camp, March break camp, museum programs, etc.
2.  Watch a movie in French.  If you have a hard time understanding, watch a movie you've seen before in English         
      with the French dubbing and subtitles turned on.
3.  Participate as much as possible in class discussions.
4.  ALWAYS speak French in French class!
5.  Explore the many French language podcasts on iTunes.

Writing Skills:

1.  Practise writing small paragraphs (I encourage using the grammar concepts we are currently working on in 
     class) and then correct them using the website, www.bonpatron.com which also explains mistakes.
2.  When writing small paragraphs, try using new words.  Look them up in the dictionary or use
     www.wordreference.com

Reading Skills:

1.  Read as much as possible in French.  Go to Chapters and find French comic books and magazines.  For many
     students it is much better to read short articles as opposed to novels for additional practice.
2.  There are many websites for French teens such as www.ados.fr that have articles on movies and music, as well 
      as quizzes.
3.  Keep a personal dictionary of new words and expressions.

Grammar Skills:

1.  Keep up with the work done in class.  Review notes on a regular basis and ask questions if you start to feel over-
     whelmed.
2.  Sometimes is it as simple as reading other explanations for a concept.  A few sites are suggested on my list of 
     useful websites.

Vocabulary:

1.  This is probably the most important part of the language.  With limited vocabulary it is difficult to speak, write 
     and understand written texts.  Always have a dictionary in class!
2.  Read small articles from magazines and newspapers.  Find the meaning of a few words or expressions that are
     hindering your understanding of the text.  Look them up in a dictionary.
3.  Keep an up to date personal dictionary.



Helpful websites for students learning French
	www.laits.utexas.edu/fi/vp
	all levels
	"verb drills" to practice conjugation

	grammar

	www.laits.utexas.edu/fi
	all levels
	English explanations of French grammar concepts with practice exercises
	grammar

	www.leconjugueur.com
	all levels
	Verb conjugation dictionary
	grammar

	www.wordreference.com
	all levels
	Excellent French-English/English-French dictionary
	writing; vocabulary

	www.bonpatron.com
	all levels
	online editing tool
	writing

	www.cyberpresse.ca
	intermediate; advanced
	current events and news; excellent reading practice
	reading

	www.ados.fr
	intermediate; advanced
	reading, culture (music, movies, fashion...)
	reading

	www.lesdebrouillards.com
	beginners
	science magazine for youth
	reading

	www.bonjourdefrance.com/indexjeu.htm
	all levels
	grammar games and activities for a variety of levels
	grammar, games

	www.fslactivities.ca/
	all levels
	games and grammar activities
	games, grammar, vocabulary

	www.lepointdufie.net
	all levels
	interactive activities
	grammar, vocabulary

	www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french
	beginner; intermediate
	videos, games, mini lessons to practise vocabulary, grammar and listening practice
	grammar, reading, listening comprehension

	www.dailyfrenchpod.com
	all levels
	podcasts on a variety of topics
	listening comprehension; vocabulary

	www.musique.ados.fr
	all levels
	music and videos
	listening comprehension



